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" The horses are gone lame, father."
^ " And that's no pity, is it ?   Or do you want some peasant
to saddle them and ride them off ? "
" Well, isn't it bad, then ? "
" I did it.  I took a hammer and drove a nail into their
Jegs below the gristle, and now they'll limp until the Reds
have gone/'
Piotra shook his head and chewed his moustache, but the
"old man's remedy saved the horses. That night the village
was again alive with soldiers. Cavalry galloped along the
streets, and batteries dragged past to be ranged in the
square. Christonia came along to the Melekhovs, squatted
down and lit a cigarette.
tf Isn't anyone quartered on you ? "he asked.
" God has spared us, so far.  There were some here, and
all the hut was filled with their peasant stink.   That's why
we call them ' stinking Russians,' I suppose.  The name fits
/them," Ilinichna muttered discontentedly.
" They've visited me," Christ onia's voice sank to a
whisper, and his enormous palm wiped a little tear from his
eyes. But he shook his head, groaned and seemed ashamed
of his tears.
" Why, Christonia, what's the matter ? " Piotra laugh-
ingly asked, for the first time in his life seeing Christonia
in tears.
" They've taken my horse. ... I went through the German
war on him. We suffered together. . . . He was like a man,
and had more sense than a man. He used to saddle himself.
' Saddle ! ' I'd say to him, but he wouldn't take any notice.
^ What,' I'd say, ' have I got to spend all my life saddling
you ? Get on with it yourself.' And he'd get the saddle
on to his back ..." His voice passed into a swift whistling
whisper as he ended: "I'm afraid to look into the stable
now. The yard's dead. ..."
Gregor pricked up his ears. Outside the window there
was the scrunch of snow and the clatter of swords.
" They're coming to us. Perhaps someone told them . , ."
Pantaleimon fidgeted with his hands, not knowing what to
do with them.
" Master !  Hey, come outside ! " a voice shouted.
Piotra threw his sheepskin coat across his shoulders and
went out.